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he travelled. The earliest evidence of the change of ideas,
known to us, comes in a typical work of literature of the
dark age, the " cyclic " epic sequel to the Iliad called the
Aithiopis, ascribed to Arktinos of Miletos ; there, Achilles
was represented as having been stung by a taunt into killing
the ribald Thersites with a heroic box on the ear ; and then,
having taken life within the community, he is held to need
purification, which he receives in Lesbos at the hands of
Odysseus.1 With this story we are more than half-way from
the cheerful secularism of Homer to the serious and even
gloomy religious questionings of Aischylos. This is a clear
case of the reaction in " medieval " Greece from a humanist
to a religious point of view. Other cases are conspicuous
in the legends. When Orestes avenges his father upon
Aigisthos, to Homer he has won " infinite glory ", and that
is all. There is nothing in the Odyssey, amid several references
to that story,2 about the horrors of Orestes' position, ordered
by the oracle to kill his own mother for the sake of his father,
nor about the Erinyes who pursued him afterwards. And
Oidipous, though it is recognized that his is a painful story,
does not in Homer put out his own eyes and wander off as a
beggar when he learns of his unwitting deed. On the contrary
" though in sore distress " it is explicitly said that he went
on reigning over Thebes.3

In short, such " sense of sin " as most Greeks had they
owed to their " medieval " not to their epic heritage ; it is
a simple case of reaction from one to the other. We may
prefer the lighter-hearted earlier poet. Nevertheless,
Aischylos' sense of sin and his deep broodings on suffering,
deserved and undeserved, would hardly be possible without
the great epics' revelation of what the beauty and value of
the life and spirit of man could be, and are a not unnatural
development of reflection upon that earlier poetry. So,
thesis, antithesis, synthesis, show themselves again as the
forms of progress.

1  See Proklos' summary of the Aithiopis.

2  Qd* i, 29-43, 298-300; iii, 303-310 (the only place where the death of
" his hateful mother" is mentioned) ;  iv, 512-546 ;  xi, 405-461.

3  Od, xi, 271-280.